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WRITTEN EVIDENCE FROM SCOTTISH ENTERPRISE 
 
Scottish Enterprise welcomes the opportunity to provide input to the Committee’s 
deliberations on the Water Resources (Scotland) Bill at stage one.   
 
We support the general principles of the Bill.  Water is of fundamental importance for 
Scotland's economy, health, social wellbeing and environment.  All businesses rely on the 
water environment in some way or another and water plays a prominent role in the success 
of many of Scotland’s growth sectors such as chemical sciences, tourism, food and drink 
manufacturing and renewable energy generation.  The Scottish Government’s transition to 
a low carbon economy promotes the sustainable and efficient use of resources, including 
water.. 
 
As Scotland’s main economic development we are keen to continue working collaboratively 
with the Scottish Government and other partners to assist in the development of the 
economic and environmental benefits from the water resources in Scotland.  We highlight 
below those areas where we have been engaged in the development of water resources in 
Scotland, and would expect to be so in the future. 
 
Scotland performs very well in the Technology, Research, Development and Consulting, as 
well as the Education and Training sub sectors of the water supply and wastewater 
treatment sector and has over 20% of the UK market value; with engineering having 14%. 
This is supported by research provision in the academic establishments including 
Universities such as Heriot Watt, Glasgow, Strathclyde, Dundee and Abertay.   
 
As part of the Environmental & Clean Technology (ECT) Partnership (Scottish Enterprise, 
Highlands & Islands Enterprise, SEPA, Scottish Funding Council) we are undertaking 
research to further determine the size of the economic opportunity in Scotland, as well as 
identify Scotland’s key strengths and competitive advantage within the water sector.  We 
will continue to work with partners to fully realise the economic opportunities from water in 
Scotland and abroad.   
 
We are working with Scottish Water to help maximise the benefit of its expertise, assets 
and water resources in developing Scotland as a Hydro Nation.  We believe that Scottish 
water has a key role to play, and has the potential to stimulate innovation in the business 
base in Scotland in its role as a major customer for new and innovative solutions. We look 
forward to continue working closely with them in the future. 
 
Globally there exists growing opportunities for exporting technologies and services in the 
water sector, as the demands of an increasing global population puts pressure on existing 
water supplies and on the treatment of wastewater. This is reflected in the relatively strong 
exporting position of Scottish companies with 13.4% of the overall market value being 
exported.  Scottish Development International will continue to identify areas where Scottish 
companies could increase their exports. Scottish Development International will also 
continue to work with Scottish Water International to develop an international strategy which 
will assist in knowledge exchange between nations and stimulate innovation in water 
management abroad.  
 
Scottish Enterprise and Scottish Water have worked together to identify partners for an EU 
FP7 project, and Scotland Europa together with Scottish Enterprise and Highlands and 
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Islands Enterprise assisted 3 Scottish companies to submit concept notes for projects in 
Angola and Ethiopia under the 10th European Development Fund the ACP-EU Water 
Facility call.   We are committed to continuing work with Scottish Water, Scotland Europa, 
the Technology Strategy Board, Scottish companies and others to identify opportunities for 
UK/EU funding to aid research and development in the water sector in Scotland. 


